Welcome to Madrid

The Royal Observatory of Madrid was commissioned by Charles lll at the suggestion of
Jorge Juan. The construction of the main building, designed by Juan de Villanueva,
began in 1790 on a small hill situated beside the present day Retiro Park. At the same
time the astronomer W. Herschel was commissioned to build a 60 cm diameter

reflecting telescope.

The Villanueva building accommodates most of the Observatory’s library, containing numerous
antique books. It also houses a collection of old instruments and a small instrument room that is
open to the public. The instruments include a meridian circle, a collection of precision clocks and a
bronze mirror polished by W. Herschel. A Foucalt’s pendulum in the central rotunda displays the
daily rotation of the earth. The building, crowned by a large equatorial telescope by Grubb (1912)
also encloses the former living quarters of the astronomers. Another building, known as the Sun
due to it being crowned by two domes, containing two Grubb telescopes and primarily used for
observing the sun, today houses a multifunction room used for work meetings, courses and

seminars.
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Services

Biblioteca

ﬂ Puntos de informacién

Consigna / Guardarropa

Servicio de visitas guiadas

SR



Interest data

Address
Calle de Alfonso XlI, 3 28014

Telephone
(+34) 91 597 95 64

Web
http://www.ign.es/rom/visitas/index.jsp

Bus
10, 14, 19, 24, 26, 32, 37, 54, 57, 141, C1, C2

Price
General: 5 €.
Reduced: €3 (See official website)

Children under 3: free.

Tourist area
Retiro

Email
reservas.rom@cnig.es

Metro
Atocha Renfe (L1), Estacién del Arte (Antigua
Atocha) (L1)

Cercanias (Local train)
Madrid-Atocha

Opening times
Private visits (with prior booking):

Fri: 16.30 h. / Sat: 12.00 and 16.30 / Sun:
12.00 h.

In summer (from June to September), the
4.30pm visit on Fridays will be at 5.30pm and
at 5.30pm on Saturdays in June.

In July, August and September visits only in
the morning (12.00 h.).
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